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About Us

Core Design Gallery is an 
exclusive boutique art gallery that 
represents the face of Malaysian 
contemporary artists and their 
cutting edge artworks.

With its main philosophy of holding 
major shows that have critical 
values and museum qualities, 
Core Design Gallery aims to 
create massive awareness on 
the significance of Malaysian  
contemporary art through solid 
art management and important 
publications.

The gallery is committed to 
promoting and developing the 
artists to achieve international 
standard and global recognition 
for their quality artworks.

I Am An Artist 2.0 opens in the second phase of 
National Recovery Plan (NRP) where businesses and the 
economy has started to gradually warm up. Whereas on 
the creative side, artists are eager to move on with the 
production and development as materials and other 
sources are more widely available. 

Meanwhile, Core Design Gallery takes the chance to 
provide more opportunities for our young local talents 
through our Core Platform programs. After the positive 
feedback and reviews of the first series of I Am An Artist, 
we wanted to continue to explore more different young 
artists expressions and development. Thus, came about 
I Am An Artist 2.0 which showcases nine selected young 
artists of different styles to express their observations, self-
reflection, and self-capabilities through the interpretation 

of the minimal expression. The minimal expression as a 
theme seems apt to for these nine different artists as it 
allows the expression to alternate between imagination 
and reality, it also allowed them to reflect during this 
pandemic of how the past affects the present along 
with their hopes and beliefs for the future.

Despite these trying times, the artists found ways to 
overcome the disruptive difficulties of the situation and 
still worked hard in producing their artworks. Core Design 
Gallery is proud to provide this platform as first step to 
enable them to venture out and further their journey as 
the new generation of contemporary artists

a group exhibition

I Am An Artist 2.0
Hawa Basery
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Amir Mansor

Coming from Penang, Amir Mansor graduated master’s 
degree in Fine Art and Technology, UiTM and has actively 
built his name since 2019. In the year 2020, Amir was 
nominated as the recipient of silver awards from UOB 
painting of the year and worked on a commission project 
with Duoz Design for YTL Ritz Carlton Hotel in Niseko, Japan. 
In his series of artworks, Amir is known for his painstaking 
dot paintings as well as drawing doodling-like effects. His 
microscopic circular lines which seemingly transform into 
thousands of tiny dots symbolically represent the crowd of 
humans when view from an aerial view.

In his latest painting, Perintah talks about the pattern of the 
local culture living in the state of isolation. The purpose was 
to evoke an ambiguous emotion by emphasizing a lyrical 
abstraction through drawing. Spontaneously, he draws 
various of lines in the repetitive patterns to metaphorically 
represent humans of different mannerisms. Expressing his 
enigmatic emotions and his personal feelings by using 
beige as a based colour to represent his lifestyle living in the 
pale society. To Amir, accepting the faith to live on during 
this pandemic just make sense as the lifestyle changes to 
grey.

Perintah 
Archival Pen and 

House Paint on Canvas 
125cm x 185cm (with frame) 

2021
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Amirul Md Noor

Amirul Md. Noor graduated from UiTM, Shah 
Alam majoring in painting. This Terengganu 
born artist despite being only 26 years of 
age has joined numerous exhibition since 
2009. 

Francis Bacon once mentioned “The best 
part of beauty is that which no picture 
can express”. Amirul question as well does 
beauty needs to be a pretty picture or 
beauty can come from just expression 
itself. Many research has been done on 
the body language of humans be it from 
the scientific or artistic approach. Amirul 
wanted to approach his studies of human 
figure by exploring the darker side of human 
behaviour through the portrayal of body 
language. Confusion and Freeze depicts 
the contorted pose of human when faced 
with the emotions fear and anxiety. His bold 
and heavy-handed charcoal lines and 
strokes seems simple but was able to form 
the shape of a distorted human figure. This 
indirectly reveals that Amirul has very strong 
fundamental basics of drawings. The use 
minimal organic shapes of solid monotones 
offers a very contemporary feel, in line with 
the theme of minimal expression.

Left to Right

Confusion 
Acrylic, Charcoal and 

Pastel on Canvas 
156cm x 126cm (with frame) 

2021

Freeze 
Acrylic, Charcoal and

Pastel on Canvas 
156cm x 126cm (with frame)

2021
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Atiqah Khairul Anuar

This Johorean born in year 1995, received 
an outstanding award for her master’s 
degree in year 2019. During her master’s 
studies, Atiqah painted her realistic 
images of receipts that she kept, and this 
series of “receipt” artworks made Atiqah 
renown for her unorthodox realistic visuals. 
In her two latest artworks, Atiqah uses 
realism as a means to question reality. 
Bubble Wrap and Kotak symbolizes 
safety, curiosity, and uncertainties that 
Atiqah felt during this pandemic. The 
use of colours, textures, mood, and the 
metaphorical objects that she selects is 
not merely just an object, instead it is an 
analogical thought of self-perseverance 
and safety assurance. Both paintings 
are portrayed as packaged parcel and 
a wrapped artwork that ready to be 
transported to its destination. Atiqah 
felt she shares similar fate as the parcels 
unsure of her future destination especially 
with this pandemic situation.

And all she can hope for is with the new 
normal approach can protect us all 
from harm like how the wrapped and 
packaged parcel are protected for 
safety.

Kotak 
Oil on Canvas 
31cm x 61cm 
2021

Bubble Wrap 
Oil on Canvas 
61cm x 61cm 
2021
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Azmi Amran

Hailing from Perak, Azmi Amran (1995) 
majoring in sculpture with a master’s 
degree in Fine Art. The artist previously 
works on different production set or event 
space decoration as prop-maker.
 
In his latest works, Azmi shares that each 
of them the title from Malay classical 
words. Lan-Nar Udik means fertilised soil 
that was left from the essence of stream 
river after flood that travels to the end of 
water upstream. Whereas Ngaray Mesera 
means water ponds that are naturally 
produced from rainwater/rivers that flows 
in an environmentally friendly manner. 
There is one unique feature of Azmi that 
some may argue that makes him unable 
to be an artist who can express with 
colours- he is actually colour blind. 

Despite his so-called shortcomings, Azmi 
has instead created strong depth in the 
visuals to capture the intense motion 
force of water, through energetic layering 
and textural marks. Perhaps the colours of 
nature can be and should be viewed in 
an entirely different frame of mind just like 
how we view life to be..

Lan Nar Udik 
Mixed Media on Canvas 

127cm x 80cm (with frame) 
2021

Ngaray Mesera
Mixed Media on Canvas 

127cm x 80cm (with frame) 
2021



I Am An Artist 2.0 13I Am An Artist 2.012

Dhia Afiq

Breathlessness 
Acrylic on Canvas 
122cm x 122cm 
2019

Dhia Afiq born in Klang (1996) graduated 
with BA (hons) in Fine Art and has actively 
participated exhibitions and also involved 
in mural projects since year 2015. For 
this exhibition, Dhia’s work is part of the 
presence of emptiness series.

Dhia question the meaning of emptiness 
and presence through the use of space 
and form. He was trying to understand 
the nature of himself and his absolute 
self, so he can become both “emptiness” 
and “presence”. There is a believe that 
emptiness is simply the insubstantiality, the 
nonbeing. 
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Frailty
Acrylic on Canvas 

122cm x 122cm 
2019

Dhia Afiq

In his attempt to search for the inwardly 
spaciousness, he tries to mimic the 
concept “nonbeing” of so light, so empty, 
so spacious and open by creating an 
intriguing composition of merging between 
space (emptiness) and his form (presence). 

Possibly Dhia like many of us during the 
pandemic was reflecting our being and 
ourselves, similar to one of the known key 
concepts in Chinese culture ‘Emptiness’ is 
not absolute nothingness. Rather, it refers 
to the fact that existence does not last 
forever”
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Falil Johari

Falil Johari uses plane and geometrical 
lines to portray the plan view of a room 
space. This Selangor based artist, inspired 
by a movie title ‘The Room’ (1993) shares 
the story of a hitman who wishes to take 
his own life in a particular room that has 
one window overlooking a picturesque 
scenery outside. Originally, this idea 
came from her degree days where she 
talks about space, displacement, and 
isolation that she felt during that time. 
To her, time and space have changed 
but the situation still feels relevant to her 
today.

Before the lock down, her own little room 
was her sanctuary. The long-confined 
period of the lock down has caused her to 
start imagining certain illusions where the 
room and its space started to multiply into 
an infinite of possibilities. Falil started to be 
drawn to the idea of integrating spaces 
with one another that seems connected 
yet borderless. If scrutinised carefully, 
it feels like labyrinth yet with no ending 
to the paths. As we know all mazes will 
eventually have an end, meticulous yet 
evading separation. Indirectly it reflective 
of the way our world feels during the lock 
down- the lost of freedom in a never 
ending maze..

Left to Right

Post 
Acrylic on Canvas 
122cm x 75cm 
2021

Pre
Acrylic on Canvas 
122cm x 75cm 
2021
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Hannah Nazamil

Hannah Nazamil hailing from 
Kuala Lumpur recently had her first 
solo exhibition, ‘In Between’ after 
one-and-a-half-years residency 
program. Hannah has joined 
numerous exhibitions both locally 
and internationally. During her 
residency, Hannah discovers the 
new method of her development 
by using fabric dye on raw canvas 
to explore the point of what she 
terms as “materiality intelligence”. 
She manipulates the material into 
various forms of patterns and styles 
as a part of her study development 
before selectively arranging into the 
final images. She discovers different 
motions and different colors have 
different spread effects along with 
the different drying methods as well.

Inhale Exhale 
Dye on Canvas 
122cm x 92cm 

2021

Overcast
Dye on Canvas 
122cm x 92cm 

2021

In Hannah’s latest rendition, the 
artworks are done in a home studio 
where the confined space and 
constraint movement of fluidity 
somehow affects her process making. 
As Hannah says “This boxed-in image 
where I can control its exterior as well 
as leave a bit to chance somehow 
encapsulates the situation where 
one is boxed up or trapped within 
the ways of ‘controlling’ a matter 
but leaves room for thought of what 
is controlled, what is left and if it’s 
seeping out slowly or getting sucked 
in. As much as we see the shape and 
presence of the forms, there is also 
room to see the negative spaces, 
where things are left bare and how 
the two co-exist”.
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Shakan
Oil on Canvas 
185cm x 125cm (with frame) 
2021

Isa Ishak

Selangor born artist, Isa Ishak recently had 
his solo showcase, Self-Discipline which 
is inspired by the art of growing bonsai 
tree. As we know that bonsai requires 
patience, consistency and religious 
nurturing in order to mould it into the 
style and character we desire. Similarly 
in life, we too need to cultivate a strong 
consistent discipline to build ourselves 
into a successful character. 

The art of bonsai tree is used as a subject 
in his latest Shakan and Sokan work to 
represent the way of life as how humans 
are moulded and shaped into different 
characters. Similarly, like bonsai tree, each 
have its own way to nurture and grow as 
we have also our own experiences and 
process of learning while we develop our 
own individual personality. And, the most 
crucial factor in keeping our growth like 
the bonsai tree healthy and positive is 
consistency of self-discipline.

Sokan
Oil on Canvas 

185cm x 125cm (with frame) 
2021
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Raden Hisbullah

Raden Hisbullah born in Kuala Lumpur on 1993, 
graduated Ba in fine art at UiTM, Perak in 2019. Raden 
is known for his chaotic, alternate dystopian genre as 
the ways he views society in today’s world. 

The artist often uses bold colours that brings the 
different elements of nature such as flowers, leaves, 
twigs and intricately interlace them with different 
subjects. The use of different bold colours maybe strong 
with a dizzying effect but however compositionally it 
comes in a harmonious balance to the eyes. 

In his latest artworks, Melawan Angin Asing shares 
about the certain events that are able to change or 
destroyed our ways of life. There are hidden meaning 
in the overall composition, if scrutinised carefully the 
wind seems to blowing and encircling the leaves and 
flowers whereas the birds are fighting against the flow 
of the wind. With air that is when fire can appear (fire 
is dependent on air to burn) that can possibly destroy 
every life form in its path, this metaphor describes the 
invisible yet deadly force of the Covid-19. We are 
like the birds are trying go against the flow of wind in 
order to survive against the mass destruction.

Melawan Angin Asing 
Acrylic and Chinese Ink on Canvas 

183cm x 183cm 
2021

Overcast
Dye on Canvas 
122cm x 92cm 

2021




